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Fertility Differentials
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Fertility by Education
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Fertility by County

Counties with TFR > 6.0  

• Narok: 6.0

• Garissa: 6.1

• Samburu: 6.3

• Turkana: 6.9

• West Pokot: 7.2

• Wajir: 7.8

Births per woman for the three-year period before the survey



Fertility by County

Counties with TFR < 3.1

• Meru: 3.1

• Embu: 3.1

• Murang’a: 3.0

• Nyeri: 2.7

• Kiambu: 2.7

• Nairobi: 2.7

• Kirinyaga: 2.3

Births per woman for the three-year period before the survey



Fertility Trends
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Teenage Childbearing

15% of young women between 

the ages of 15-19 are already 

mothers and 3% are pregnant

with their first child.



Age at First Sexual Intercourse

15

50

21

56

Age 15 Age 18

Women Men

Percent of women and men age 25-49 who had sexual intercourse by: 



Birth Planning
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Percent distribution of births to women in the 5 years before the survey by birth planning status
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Current Use of Contraception
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Current Use of Modern Contraception 
by Residence
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Current Use of Modern Contraception 
by Education
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Current Use of Modern Contraception 
by County

Counties with Modern Contraceptive Use > 65%

• Kirinyaga 76%

• Meru 73%

• Machakos 68%

• Kiambu 68%

• Tharaka-Nithi 67%

• Embu 67%

• Nyeri 67%

• Makueni 65%
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Percent of currently married women age 15-49 using any modern method of contraception



Current Use of Modern Contraception 
by County

Counties with Modern Contraceptive Use <15%

• West Pokot 13%

• Marsabit 11%

• Turkana 10%

• Garissa 6%

• Wajir 2%

• Mandera 2%

Percent of currently married women age 15-49 using any modern method of contraception



Trends in Use of Contraception
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Source of Modern Contraception
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Women are considered as having an 
unmet need for family planning 

if they are fecund and wish:

to space their next birth
OR

to limit childbearing altogether

BUT

are not using contraception



Unmet Need

18% of currently married women have an 
unmet need for family planning:

• 9% for spacing

• 8% for limiting
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Trends in Unmet Need for Family Planning
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Source of Family Planning Messages
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Percent of women and men age 15-49 who heard or saw a message 
about family planning in the past few months



Contact of Non-Users with Family 
Planning Providers

• 6% of women were visited by a field worker 
who discussed family planning

• 14% of women who visited a health facility in 
the past 12 months discussed family planning 
with a health care provider

• Overall, 82% of non-users did not discuss 
family planning with any health worker in the 
12 months before the survey


